
I n the last year, rfks has made several investments to achieve 
these sustainability goals. This includes the installation of a new 
photovoltaic system to supply its operations with self generated 
green electricity – reducing the company’s dependence on 
fossil fuels. rfks has also converted all of its building lighting 

to energy efficient LED technology to reduce electricity consumption 
and emissions, as well as added electric vehicles to its corporate fleet 
to reduce fuel related scope 1 emissions.

“The fastener and fixing industry plays an important role in 
global supply chains, manufacturing and construction,” comments 
rfks. “With increasing demands from regulators and customers, it is 
essential for us as an industry leader to ensure transparency, resource 
efficiency and low carbon production. Sustainable practices help 
secure the future, improve competitiveness and meet the growing 
demand for responsible sourcing and production.”

Sustainability has always been a strategic focus for rfks. Since 
2024, the company has collected company wide emissions data 
according to the Greenhouse Gas Protocol for scope 1 – direct 
emissions from combustion processes; scope 2 – indirect emissions 
from purchased energy; and scope 3 – purchased goods and services, 
waste, business travel and upstream transport. 

 “We have observed growing demand for transparency regarding 
CO₂ emissions, especially in the form of PCFs,” comments rfks. 
“Customers increasingly expect suppliers to report environmental 
impacts, disclose energy sources and demonstrate a clear 
decarbonisation path.” rfks’ calculation method follows the ISO 14064 
standard and enables the company to determine reliable Product 
Carbon Footprints (PCFs).

Furthermore, rfks works closely with its suppliers to ensure 
sustainable compliance along the entire value chain. The company 

requests environmental data from suppliers, particularly regarding 
the carbon footprint of purchased goods and services. Where direct 
data is unavailable, rfks relies on recognised databases such as 
ecoinvent – a lifecycle inventory database – to fill data gaps. The 
company explains: “Many of our suppliers can already provide us with 
data about the products and services we purchase. On the other hand, 
other suppliers are reporting that the topic of sustainability and the 
corresponding reporting is becoming increasingly important and are 
working to be able to provide us with data in the near future.” 

But there are also social and economic benefits to investing in 
these sustainability projects. rfks explains: “Socially our efforts 
strengthen employee pride and engagement by promoting a workplace 
culture centered on responsibility and innovation. Economically, 
we reduce risks associated with fluctuating energy costs, regulatory 
changes and carbon pricing. In addition, sustainable investments 
enhance our competitiveness and attractiveness to sustainability 
conscious customers, as well as open up new business opportunities 
in environmentally regulated markets.”

“Sustainable practices and initiatives are delivering both 
environmental and operational benefits. We have achieved 
measurable energy savings, reduced CO₂ emissions and lowered 
operating costs,” concludes rfks. “Looking ahead, our key focus is 
reaching carbon neutrality in scopes 1 and 2 by January 2026. We also 
aim to continuously improve our scope 3 reporting and strengthen 
collaboration with supply chain partners.”  

www.rfks.com

Sustainability in all scopes
At R+FK Schulte KG (rfks), sustainability means responsibility – not only towards the environment, 
but also towards employees, customers and future generations. rfks is therefore taking steps to 
reduce its environmental footprint, use resources efficiently and make forward-looking decisions 
to ensure long-term economic, environmental and social sustainability.

SUSTAINABILITY
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